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Globalization: Ethical and Institutional Concerns

We are here now in order to approach — for the first time in a plenary session — the problems and
difficulties connected with the globalisation of the world. ... Our activities on this most important
phenomenon will, of course, extend over several of our future sessions. Starting with a preliminary
workshop held last year, these activities have been and will continue to be organised by Professor
Louis Sabourin of Montreal University.

During our first day here this year we have surveyed not only the Social Doctrine of the Church on
globalisation, but also more broadly the various ethical approaches to globalisation and human
development, what they have in common, and the ways in which they differ. Turning to the
phenomenon itself and to the increasing interdependence which it involves, we have singled out
three aspects in our survey of the facts and problems: what globalisation means for our cultures,
how it differs from what would be an equitable trend toward a more unified world, and, at a more
specific level, the challenges which face us if we want to reduce poverty.

The remaining parts of our discussions are geared towards studying how changes in social,
economic and political structures can be controlled in a more effective way at the international
level. Throughout these discussions our intention is to pay especial attention to the less developed
regions of the world.

Edmond Malinvaud
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