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Dr. Honoris Causa: University of Linz and of Vienna; Counsellor of the Pontifical Council for
Justice and Peace; Member of the Catholic Academy of Vienna; Member of the Catholic Social
Academy of Austria; Austrian Cross of Honour of Science and Art; German Cross of Merits.

Summary of scientific research

The main topics of scientific research and teaching can be summarised on two

levels. First: Catholic social doctrine: this research was started studying the origins of the Papal
social encyclicals in the Vatican archives publishing for the first time the history of Rerum
Novarum and Quadragesimo Anno. The book Katholische Soziallehre (1992) contains the full text
of the social encyclicals together with a commentary. Besides this scientific research the same
Catholic social doctrine has been taught for 25 years at the Pontifical University Gregoriana,
Rome. Second: The relation between the Church and modern society. This research has been
based upon a scientific study of the religious beliefs of industrial workers and has been enlarged
into a general theory of the relation between religion and industrial and post-industrial societies.
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