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Many countries of the American continent and an important group of countries of the African continent share a common 
historical past of spoliation, domination, and control and they have also been brutally subjected to the dictates of the global 
economy. Both continents have high rates of poverty and unemployment: access to land, shelter and work are pending issues 
for most of the populations of those nations. It is very important that these hardships find you united in the need for a shared 
characterization of the current state and judicial role, and in the analysis of external influences in the – not always correct – 
choice of political and social models. 

The Holy Father Francis on the occasion of the Summit of African Judges in the Vatican (12 December 2019)

Muchos países del continente americano comparten, con un conjunto importante de países del continente africano, un pasado 
histórico común de expoliación, dominación, control y también el haber estado brutalmente sometidos a los dictados de la 
centralidad económica-mundial. Ambos continentes sufren altas tasas de pobreza y marcados índices de desocupación: la 
tierra, el techo y el trabajo son asignaturas pendientes para la mayoría de las poblaciones de esas naciones. Es muy importante 
que las dificultades los encuentren a ustedes unidos en la necesidad de una caracterización compartida del actual rol estatal 
y judicial, y en el análisis acerca de las influencias externas en la no siempre acertada elección de modelos políticos y sociales. 

El Santo Padre Francisco con motivo de la Cumbre de Jueces Africanos en el Vaticano (12 de diciembre de 2019)
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Concept note

T he colonization of territories ignited the first wave 
of globalization. Regular European transoceanic 
travel began in the 15th and 16th centuries for the 

first time systematically connecting lands and peoples that 
had been largely unconnected.1 The European powers ad-
vanced on new lands, subdued them – militarily and polit-
ically but also culturally – and began a progressive, unin-
terrupted process of spoliation. Then, in the 19th and 20th 
centuries, colonization reached new heights with different 
characteristics and new protagonists, but with the constant 
objective of extracting wealth from lands and peoples. The 
nexus of colonial domination and extraction linked, in pow-
erful and enduring ways, European powers to native lands 
in the Americas, Africa and Asia. The wounds of colonialism 
endure in many of the defining features of economy and 
society in the former colonialized lands. 

The peoples subjected in the processes of colonial 
domination endured cultural, social, political and econom-
ic mutilations and mutations, mostly as a consequence 
of acts of violence, genocide, coercion, and demographic 
collapse.2 Forced labor, slavery, territorial displacement, 
forced migrations, and the appropriation of natural re-
sources were commonplace. The commodification of land 
and labor gave birth new forms of capitalism based on the 
violent extraction of profit from humankind and nature.

Colonization also meant the replacement of the origi-
nal socio-cultural models by exogenous ones, which legit-
imized domination under various guises and created new 
axiological paradigms in accordance with their own needs. 
Supposed racial superiority codified in the violent pseu-
doscience of eugenics, vulgar ideas of the unilinear march 
of all humanity to “civilization,” and sometimes religion it-
self were some of the arguments used to consolidate the 
advance of colonial practices. Psycho-social violence and 
pseudo-scientific models of anthropological evolution ra-

1 Suárez-Orozco, Marcelo M. and Desirée Qin. Globalization: Cul-
ture and education in the new millennium. Univ of California Press, 
2004.
2 Livi Bacci, Massimo.  Conquest: The destruction of the American 
Indios. Polity, 2008.

cialized entire human populations as inferior and in need of 
paternalistic guidance.3 

Native institutions were annihilated and along with 
them ancestral ways of thinking and knowing as well as 
the traditions that preserved a particular balance between 
human settlements and their natural surroundings. Psycho-
logical denigration and debasement of native mentalités be-
came integral tools of domination. 

The ideas of justice and the common good that existed 
in those territories prior to the conquest were suppressed 
and replaced by the “enlightened” ideas of the central pow-
ers. To this end, each and every one of the socialization 
channels was co-opted. Establishment culture and educa-
tion disparaged pre-existing forms of thought and, under 
the guise of their barbarism, banished them from the new 
prevailing thought.

The decolonization processes that began with the inde-
pendence movements of the 19th century and culminated 
with the last emancipatory events of the mid-20th century, 
did not lead to a reversal of domination. Although the for-
mat changed as the former colonies acquired new nominal 
statuses, in reality spoliation, political subjugation and cul-
tural colonization are still very much alive today.

Neocolonialism, which is now twinned with neoliber-
alism, is thorough and implacable when it comes to con-
solidating results for global centrality. Today, formerly col-
onized peripheral countries have the international political 
status of free regions, but, in most cases, they are subjected 
to new economic and cultural paradigms of domination. 
The wealth of the colonizers is a necessary cause and con-
sequence of the poverty of the colonized. 

In the 21th century, the human face of neocolonialism 
are massive inequalities, ecological catastrophes, war and 
terror, and the mass catastrophic migrations from the for-
merly colonialized territories into the wealthier regions in 
Europe and North America. As an immigrant from the for-

3 Suárez-Orozco, Marcelo M., George Spindler, and Louise S. 
Spindler, eds. The making of psychological anthropology II. Harcourt 
College Pub, 1994.

Many countries of the American continent and an important group of countries of the African continent share a 
common historical past of spoliation, domination, and control and they have also been brutally subjected to the 
dictates of the global economy. Both continents have high rates of poverty and unemployment: access to land, 
shelter and work are pending issues for most of the populations of those nations. It is very important that these 
hardships find you united in the need for a shared characterization of the current state and judicial role, and in the 
analysis of external influences in the – not always correct – choice of political and social models. 
The Holy Father Francis on the occasion of the Summit of African Judges in the Vatican (12 December 2019)



4 Colonialism, Decolonialization & Neocolonialism: A Social Justice and Common Good Perspective

mer colonies in the United Kingdom put it, “we are here, 
because you were there.”4 

Justice and the common good were and are traversed 
by these processes of colonization, decolonization and 
neocolonialism. Viewing the institutions of Africa and 
America through that historical prism and understanding 
the current dynamics of domination and subjugation, al-
lows us to shed some light on the contemporary tragedies 
of hunger, war, catastrophic migrations, displacement and 
marginalization referenced by Pope Francis in his famous 
encyclical Laudato Si’.

4 Patel, Ian. We’re Here Because You Were There: Immigration and 
the End of Empire. Verso Books, 2021.

The Workshop will examine the neocolonial probléma-
tique from a Social Rights and Franciscan Doctrine. Our 
work shall focus on the neocolonial sequalae on current 
manifestations of injustice, global inequality, unchecked 
climate change, unsustainable development, and mass mi-
grations. Above all we will highlight the role, of the institu-
tions of society and the justice system in addressing and 
reversing said developments. The focus of this workshop 
be on the African and Pan-American contexts. 

Judge Roberto Andrés Gallardo
& Chancellor Marcelo M. Suárez-Orozco
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Cumbre sobre Colonialismo, Descolonialización y Neocolonialismo:
Una perspectiva de justicia social y bien común

Casina Pio IV, 30-31 de marzo de 2023

Muchos países del continente americano comparten, con un conjunto importante de países del continente afri-
cano, un pasado histórico común de expoliación, dominación, control y también el haber estado brutalmente 
sometidos a los dictados de la centralidad económica-mundial. Ambos continentes sufren altas tasas de pobreza 
y marcados índices de desocupación: la tierra, el techo y el trabajo son asignaturas pendientes para la mayoría de 
las poblaciones de esas naciones. Es muy importante que las dificultades los encuentren a ustedes unidos en la ne-
cesidad de una caracterización compartida del actual rol estatal y judicial, y en el análisis acerca de las influencias 
externas en la no siempre acertada elección de modelos políticos y sociales. 
El Santo Padre Francisco con motivo de la Cumbre de Jueces Africanos en el Vaticano (12 de diciembre de 2019)

Nota conceptual

L a colonización de territorios encendió la primera ola 
de globalización. Los viajes transoceánicos regulares 
de las potencias europeas comenzaron en los siglos 

XV y XVI, conectando por primera vez de forma sistemá-
tica tierras y pueblos que habían estado en gran medida 
desconectados.1 Los poderes europeos avanzaron sobre 
tierras y pueblos en las Américas, África y Asia, sometién-
dolos - militar y políticamente, pero también culturalmen-
te, iniciando así un proceso progresivo e ininterrumpido 
de expoliación. Luego, en los siglos XIX y XX, la coloniza-
ción alcanzó nuevas cotas con características diferentes y 
nuevos protagonistas, pero con el objetivo constante de 
extraer riqueza de las tierras y los pueblos conquistados. 
El nexo de dominación y extracción colonial vinculó, de 
forma poderosa y duradera, a las potencias europeas con 
las tierras nativas de América, África y Asia. Las heridas del 
colonialismo perduran hoy en muchos de los rasgos defini-
torios de la economía y la sociedad de las antiguas tierras 
colonizadas. 

Los pueblos sometidos en los procesos de dominación 
colonial sufrieron mutilaciones y mutaciones culturales, so-
ciales, políticas y económicas, en su mayoría como conse-
cuencia de actos de violencia, genocidio, coacción y colapso 
demográfico.2 El trabajo forzado, la esclavitud, los desplaza-
mientos territoriales, las migraciones forzadas y la apropia-
ción de los recursos naturales fueron moneda corriente. La 
mercantilización de la tierra y el trabajo dio origen a nuevas 
formas de capitalismo basadas en la extracción violenta de 
bienes comunes de la humanidad y la naturaleza.

La colonización significó también la sustitución de mo-
delos socioculturales originales por otros exógenos, que 
legitimaron la dominación bajo diversos ropajes y crearon 
nuevos paradigmas axiológicos de acuerdo con sus propias 
necesidades. La supuesta superioridad racial codificada en 

1 Suárez-Orozco, Marcelo M. and Desirée Qin. Globalization: 
Culture and education in the new millennium. Univ of California 
Press, 2004.
2 Livi Bacci, Massimo. Conquest: The destruction of the American 
Indios. Polity, 2008.

la violenta pseudociencia de la eugenesia, las ideas vulgares 
de la marcha unilineal de toda la humanidad hacia la “ci-
vilización” y, a veces, la propia religión fueron algunos de 
los argumentos utilizados para consolidar el avance de las 
prácticas coloniales. La violencia psicosocial y los modelos 
pseudocientíficos de evolución antropológica racializaban 
a poblaciones humanas enteras como inferiores y necesita-
das de orientación paternalista.3

Las instituciones nativas fueron en muchos casos ani-
quiladas y con ellas las formas ancestrales de pensar y cono-
cer, así como las tradiciones que preservaban un equilibrio 
particular entre los asentamientos humanos y su entorno 
natural. La denigración psicológica y el envilecimiento de 
las mentalidades nativas se convirtieron en herramientas 
integrales de dominación.

Las ideas de justicia y bien común que existían en 
esos territorios antes de la conquista fueron suprimidas y 
sustituidas por las ideas “ilustradas” de las potencias do-
minantes. Para ello se cooptaron todos y cada uno de los 
canales de socialización. La cultura y la educación del es-
tablishment menospreciaron las formas de pensamiento y 
sabiduría preexistentes y, amparándose en su barbarie, las 
desterraron del nuevo pensamiento imperante.

Los procesos de descolonización que comenzaron con 
los movimientos independentistas del siglo XIX y culmi-
naron con los últimos acontecimientos emancipadores de 
mediados del siglo XX, no condujeron a una inversión de la 
dominación. Aunque el formato cambió a medida que las 
antiguas colonias adquirían nuevos estatus nominales, en 
realidad el expolio, la subyugación política y la colonización 
cultural siguen, vía otros caminos, muy vivos hoy en día.

El neocolonialismo, hoy hermanado con el neoliberalis-
mo, es minucioso e implacable a la hora de consolidar los 
resultados de la centralidad mundial. Hoy, los países perifé-
ricos antiguamente colonizados tienen el estatuto político 

3 Suárez-Orozco, Marcelo M., George Spindler, and Louise S. 
Spindler, eds. The making of psychological anthropology II. Har-
court College Pub, 1994.
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internacional de regiones libres, pero, en la mayoría de los 
casos, están sometidos a nuevos paradigmas económicos y 
culturales de dominación. La riqueza de los colonizadores 
es causa y consecuencia necesaria de la pobreza de los co-
lonizados. 

En el siglo XXI, el rostro humano del neocolonialismo 
es la desigualdad creciente y obscena, la catástrofe ecoló-
gica, el terror de la guerra, y las migraciones masivas desde 
los territorios antiguamente colonizados hacia las regiones 
más ricas de Europa y Norteamérica. Como dijo un inmi-
grante de las antiguas colonias del Reino Unido, “estamos 
aquí porque ustedes estaban allí”.4

La justicia y el bien común fueron y son atravesados por 
esos procesos de colonización, descolonización y neocolo-
nialismo. Viendo las instituciones de África y América a tra-
vés de ese prisma histórico y comprendiendo las dinámicas 
actuales de dominación y subyugación, nos permite arrojar 

4 Patel, Ian. We’re Here Because You Were There: Immigration 
and the End of Empire. Verso Books, 2021.

alguna luz sobre las tragedias contemporáneas del hambre, 
la guerra, las migraciones catastróficas, el desplazamiento 
y la marginación a las que hace referencia el Papa Francisco 
en su encíclica Laudato Si’.

El Taller examinará la problemática neocolonial desde 
los Derechos Sociales y la Doctrina Franciscana. Nuestro 
trabajo se centrará en las secuelas neocoloniales en las 
manifestaciones actuales de injusticia, desigualdad global, 
cambio climático incontrolado, desarrollo insostenible y 
migraciones masivas. Sobre todo, destacaremos el papel 
de las instituciones de la sociedad y del sistema judicial a la 
hora de abordar y revertir dichos desarrollos. Este taller se 
centrará en los contextos africano y panamericano. 

Juez Roberto Andrés Gallardo 
& Canciller Marcelo M. Suárez-Orozco
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Program

THURSDAY MARCH 30, 2023 

9.00 Words of Welcome 
H.E. Cardinal Peter K.A. Turkson, PASS Chancellor

9.10 Stefano Zamagni, PASS President

9.20 Marcelo M. Suárez-Orozco, PASS Academician & Chancellor University of Massachusetts, Boston

9.30 The Honorable Roberto Andrés Gallardo (Argentina - Presidente Comité Panamericano)

9.40 Historia del colonialismo y el proceso de descolonización del Sud Global
Enrique D. Dussel Ambrosini (Argentina/Mexico)

10.00 Our Neighbors, Our Selves 
Homi K. Bhabha (India/USA)

10.20 Round Table Discussion led by:
Ana Inés Algorta Latorre (Brazil - Vice Presidenta Comité Panamericano)
Bernadette D’Souza (USA)
Guillermo Treacy (Argentina)
Flavio Maximo Mena Gil (Colombia)
Jesús Zuñiga Gonzalez (Mexico)

11.20 Coffee Break

11.50 European Colonialism and the Roots of the Systemic Challenges of African States
George P. Hagan (Ghana)

12.10 Egalitarian Legal Pluralism and Decolonialization of the Justice
Raquel Yrigoyen Fajardo (Perú)

12.30 Round Table Discussion led by: 
Aubierge Olivia Lucette Hungbo-Kploca (Benin - Comité Panafricano)
Gustavo Daniel Moreno (Argentina - Comité Panamericano)
Agatha Anulika Okeke (Nigeria - Comité Panafricano)
Delio Antonio Vera Navarro (Paraguay)
Rebeca Xicohténcatl Corona (Mexico)

13.30 Lunch at the Casina Pio IV

15.00 Dismantling Doctrines of Superiority
Sheryl Lightfoot (Canada)

15.20 En la senda lascasiana
Raúl Eugenio Zaffaroni (Argentina)

15.40 The Persistent Colonial Divide: Humans and Subhumans, Can Law Overcome It?
Boaventura De Sousa Santos (Portugal)
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FRIDAY MARCH 31, 2023

16.00 Round Table Discussion led by: 
Ananda Tostes Isoni (Brazil)
Elvira María Alvarez Olazábal (Perú)
Humberto Sierra Porto (Colombia - CIDH)
Nadia Keilani (USA)
Elías Cortes Roa (Mexico)
María Silvina Besoin (Argentina)

17.00 Coffee Break

17.30 When Universal Justice and Indigenous Reconciliation Mechanisms Collide: An Anti-Colonial Direction for the 
International Criminal Court
Eric Blumenson (USA)

17.50 Colonialism, Neocolonialism and the Human Essence in Ghana: Insights and Perspectives from Ghana’s Natural 
Resourses
Samuel A. Ntewusu (Ghana)

18.10 Round Table Discussion led by: 
Tamila Ebrahimi Ipema (USA - Comité Panamericano)
María Fernanda López Puleio (Argentina)
María Julia Figueredo Vivas (Colombia - Comité Panamericano)
Jacqueline Joas Rugemalila (Tanzania - Comité Panafricano)
María Angélica Gastaldi (Argentina)
Livia Cristina Marques Peres (Brazil)

19.10 Dinner at the Casina Pio IV

9.00 Large-scale Analysis of Colonization and Climate Change
Justin Farrell (USA)

9.20 Addressing Climate Justice through Community Collaboration: Case Studies of Burkina Faso and Boston USA
Paul Kirshen (USA)

9.40 Round Table Discussion led by: 
Janet Ofelia Lourdes Tello Gilardi (Perú - Comité Panamericano)
Audrey Mashigo (South Africa - Comité Panafricano)
Joyce Kavuma (Uganda - Comité Panafricano)
Antonio Herman Benjamin (Brazil)
Linda Murnane (USA)

10.40 Coffee Break

11.10 How Justice can Combat the Legacy of Colonialism
Mina Sougrati (Morocco)

11.30 The World-Historical Colonial Legacies of Poverty, Ecological Destruction, Global Inequality, and Forced Migra-
tions: A Decolonial Social Justice Approach to the Solutions
Ramón Grosfoguel (Porto Rico/USA)
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11.50 Round Table Discussion led by:
Sandra Ibarra (Colombia)
César Jiménez (Argentina)
Octavio Tejeiro Duque (Colombia)
Francisca Brenna V. Nepomuceno (Brazil)
Pamela Washington (USA)
Guido Leonardo Croxatto (Argentina)

12.50 Lunch Casina Pio IV

14.00 Decolonization will Remain Incomplete Without Democratizing Capital as a Social-Metabolic Agency
Edward Akong’o Oyugi (Kenya)

14.20 La cuestión colonial vista a contrapelo: una mirada desde los feminismos descoloniales de Abya Yala
Karina Ochoa (Mexico)

14.40 Round Table Discussion led by: 
Carlos Francisco Balbín (Argentina)
Gustavo Carvalho Chehab (Brazil)
Carmen R. Velasquez (USA)
Blanca Estela del Rosario Zamudio Valdes (Mexico)
Adriana Saavedra Losada (Colombia)
Sara Sonia Gaspar Pacheco (Perú)

15.40 Coffee Break

16.00 Mesa sobre diez ideas principales para llevar a la practica
Ana María Figueroa (Argentina)
Teresa Cardenas Puente (Perú)
Jorge Luis Trujillo Alfaro (Colombia)
Lelio Bentes Correa (Brazil)
Gabriel de Jesus Tedesco Wedy (Brazil)
Joy Cossich Lobrano (USA)
Maximiliano Francisco Benitez (Argentina)
Bráulio Gabriel Gusmão (Brazil)
Vanesa Raquel Siley (Argentina)
Emilce Cuda (Argentina)

17.30 Nominación Autoridades COPAJU y COAFJU

17.45 Final Reflections
Alberto Filippi (Argentina)
Roberto Andrés Gallardo (Argentina - Presidente Comité Panamericano)

18.00 Marcelo M. Suárez-Orozco (Argentina/USA - PASS Academician)

18.10 The Holy Father Pope Francis
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List of Participants

ALVAREZ OLAZABAL Elvira Maria
BALBIN Carlos F.
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BESOIN Maria Silvina
BHABHA Homi K.
BHABHA Jacqueline Miriam
BLUMENSON Eric
CARDENAS PUENTE Teresa 
CARVALHO CHEHAB Gustavo 
CORTES ROA Elias 
CROXATTO Guido Leonardo
CUDA Emilce
D’SOUZA Bernadette
DE SOUSA SANTOS Boaventura
DUSSEL AMBROSINI Enrique Domingo
FARRELL Justin
FIGUEREDO RESTREPO Isabela
FIGUEREDO VIVAS Maria Julia
FIGUEROA Ana Maria
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GASTALDI María Angélica
GIBBARD Paul
GROSFOGUEL Ramon
GROSS Jennifer
GUSMAO BRAULIO Gabriel
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HILDRETH Robert
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IBARRA Lisset
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JIMENEZ Cesar Raul
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LIGHTFOOT Sheryl
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MASHIGO Audrey
MEEHAN Martin
MENA GIL Flavio Maximo
MORENO Gustavo Daniel
MURNANE Linda 
NEPOMUCENO Francisca Brenna V. 
NTEWUSU Samuel
OCHOA Karina
OKEKE Agatha Anulika 
OYUGI Edward Akongo
PIQUÉ Elisabetta
POZZO Riccardo
REYES Hernan
RUGEMALILA Jacqueline Joas
SAAVEDRA LOZADA Adriana
SAMANIEGO Lilian
SÁNCHEZ SORONDO Marcelo
SILEY Vanesa Raquel
SIERRA PORTO Humberto
SOUGRATI Mina
STONE James
STONE Cathleene
SUÁREZ-OROZCO Carola
SUÁREZ-OROZCO Marcelo
TEJEIRO DUQUE Octavio
TELLO GILARDI Janet Ofelia Lourdes 
TOSTES ISONI Ananda 
TREACY Guillermo
TRUJILLO ALFARO Jorge Luis
TURKSON Card. Peter K.
VELASQUEZ Carmen R.
VERA NAVARRO Delio Antonio
VIGANÒ Dario E.
WASHINGTON Pamela 
WEDY Gabriel de Jesus Tedesco
WELLBACH Ricardo
XICOHTENCATL CORONA Rebeca
YNESTROZA Patricia 
YRIGOYEN FAJARDO Raquel Zonia
ZAFFARONI Raul Eugenio
ZAMAGNI Stefano
ZAMUDIO VALDES Blanca Estela del Rosario 
ZUNIGA GONZALEZ Jesús
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Biographies of Participants

Elvira María Alvarez Olazábal — Jueza Suprema integrante de la 1ª Sala Constitucional y Social de la Corte Suprema de Justicia de Perú. Integrante de 
la Magistratura Peruana desde 1994 como Jueza Especializada de Familia, y luego promovida a Jueza Superior en la Corte Superior de Justicia de Lima Centro 
Actual Vice Presidenta, y co fundadora de la Asociación Peruana de Mujeres Juezas APMJ, capítulo peruano integrante de la AIWJ: Asociación Internacional 
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presidenta de la Asociación. Presidenta de la Comisión de Justicia de Género del Poder Judicial 2021-2022. Integrante de la Comisión Permanente de Acceso a la Justicia 
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Conferencista y articulista en temas de Derecho de Familia, Género y Acceso a la Justicia para personas en condición de vulnerabilidad.

Carlos F. Balbín — Abogado, Especialista en Derecho Administrativo y Administración Pública y Doctor en Derecho por la Universidad de Buenos Aires. 
Especialista en Derecho Constitucional y Ciencia Política por el Centro de Estudios Políticos y Constitucionales de España. Profesor titular regular de Dere-
cho Administrativo en la Facultad de Derecho de la UBA. Profesor de posgrado en las Universidades de Buenos Aires, Austral, de San Andrés, Libre (Colom-
bia), de Barcelona (España), Perugia (Italia), Católica del Perú (Perú) y Nápoles II (Italia). Director de la Maestría y de la Especialización en Derecho Adminis-
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Contencioso Administrativo, Tributario y de Relaciones de Consumo de la Ciudad de Buenos Aires. Premio Konex de Platino 2016.

Maximiliano Francisco Benitez — Defensor de primera Instancia y de Cámara de la ciudad de Concordia 1995/2006. Juez de Instrucción Nº 4 de la ciu-
dad de Concordia 2006/2008. Defensor General de la Provincia de Entre Ríos 2009 hasta la actualidad. Director R.U.A.E.R. Desde su creación (2011) hasta la 
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Asociación de Defensores Públicos de la Rca. Argentina. Ex presidente del Consejo Consultivo de la Dirección Nacional de Registros de Adoptantes. Coor-

dinador del Consejo Federal de Defensores y Asesores Generales de la República Argentina, período 2015 a 2018 y período 2018 a 2021 (por reelección). Integrante de la 
Comisión redactora del C.CyC. Del título VI referido a Adopción. Exponente en diferentes encuentros académicos relacionados al ejercicio de la función y la Defensa 
Pública. Co-autor del libro “ADOPCIÓN: Reflexiones para seguir aprendiendo” Colección: “Ser familia por Adopción”; Editorial Utopías, año 2014.

Antonio Herman Benjamin — Antonio Herman Benjamin was appointed to the National High Court of Brazil (STJ) by President Lula da Silva in 2006. 
He is the president of the Global Judicial Institute on the Environment, Secretary-General of the UNEP International Advisory Council for Environmental 
Justice, and Goodwill Ambassador on Environmental Justice of the Organization of American States. A former Chair of the World Commission on Environ-
mental Law, Justice Benjamin was Director of the National Judicial Academy of Brazil (ENFAM). He has co-drafted major Brazilian statutes and published 

several books and articles.

Lelio Bentes Corrêa — Lelio Bentes Corrêa, is a LLM from the University of Essex, England. He joined the Public Ministry of Labor in 1989 and became 
Minister of the Superior Labor Court in 2003. Assigned to the International Labor Organization (ILO), he served, as a program officer for Latin America of 
the International Program for the Eradication of Child Labor (IPEC). He was a member of the Committee of Experts on the Application of International 
Standards of the International Labor Organization (ILO), from 2006 to 2020. Mr. Bentes wrote several studies, with emphasis on the area of human rights, 

in particular child labor and forced labor. He was the secretary general of the International Coalition for the Elimination of Child Labor and for Education, headquartered 
in Washington, member of the Advisory Board of the Abrinq Foundation for the Rights of the Child and of the NGO “Missão Criança”. He Coordinated the Global March 
against Child Labor in South America. Judge Lelio Bentes Corrêa was member of the National Council of Justice from 2015 to 2017, Judge of the Labor Justice between 
2018-2020and is currently President of the Superior Labor Court.

Maria Silvina Besoin — Asesora de Incapaces (defensora de menores de edad y de personas con padecimientos mentales) del Departamento Judicial 
de Necochea, Provincia de Buenos Aires. Vicepresidenta Segunda de la Asociacion Argentina de Magistrados, Funcionarios y Profesionales de la Justicia de 
Niñez, Adolescencia y Familia (AJUNAF). Miembro del Organo de Fiscalizacion del Colegio de Magistrados y Funcionarios del Departamento Judicial de 
Necochea.

Homi K. Bhabha — Homi K. Bhabha is the Anne F. Rothenberg Professor of the Humanities at Harvard University. He is the author of numerous works 
exploring postcolonial theory, cultural change and power, contemporary art, and cosmopolitanism. His works include Nation and Narration and The Location 
of Culture, which has been reprinted as a Routledge Classic. He is a fellow of the British Academy and the Royal Society of Literature and a critic-in-residence 
at the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston.

Eric Blumenson — Eric Blumenson is a Research Professor at Suffolk University Law School specializing in human rights. After graduating from Harvard 
Law School, he worked in indigent criminal defense before joining the Suffolk faculty. His scholarship has explored such human rights concerns as social 
rights, capital punishment, relativism, personhood, education rights, war crimes, and mass incarceration. Blumenson has also served as a Fellow at Harvard 
University’s Carr Center on Human Rights; a Fellow of the Open Society Institute; a resident advisor to the International Criminal Court’s prosecutor; a 

Fulbright scholar in Pakistan; and a Fellow at the Northeastern University Ethics Institute.

Teresa Cardenas Puente — Teresa Cardenas Puente es Jueza Especializada de Familia y Coordinadora General de la Comisión Distrital Acceso a la Justi-
cia de personas en condición de vulnerabilidad – Junín; Candidata a doctora en Derechos Humanos en la Universidad Internacional Iberoamericana de 
México, Maestra en “Solución de Conflictos” por la Universidad San Martin de Porres, con diplomaturas y especialización en Derecho de Familia, Genero e 
Infancia, y Acceso a la Justicia por la Universidad de Jaen – España; y especialista en Prevención de Conflictos y Cultura de Paz; docente e investigadora con 

publicaciones sobre “Barreras de acceso a la justicia en comunidades campesinas” e infancia.
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Gustavo Carvalho Chehab — PhD in Law (University Center of Brasilia), Master in Constitutional Law (Brasilia’ Institute of Public Law), Master in Theol-
ogy (Jesuit Faculty of Philosophy and Theology), Master’s student in Canon Law (Superior Institute of Canon Law of Rio de Janeiro, Extension Goiania), 
Specialist in Labor Law (University Center of Brasilia) and Bachelor in Law (University Center of Brasilia) and in Theology (Saint Bonaventure Institute). 
Substitute Labor Judge (Regional Labor Court of the 10th Region), Substitute Professor (University of Brasília), Maronite Deacon (Maronite Eparchy of Bra-

zil), using orders for the Latin rite (Archdiocese of Brasilia). Author of several scientific articles. • Doutor em Direito (Centro Universitário de Brasília), Mestre em Direito 
Constitucional (Instituto Brasiliense de Direito Público), Mestre em Teologia (Faculdade Jesuíta de Filosofia e Teologia), mestrando em Direito Canônico (Instituto Supe-
rior de Direito Canônico do Rio de Janeiro, extensão Goiânia), Especialista em Direito do Trabalho (Centro Universitário de Brasília) e Bacharel em Direito (Centro Univer-
sitário de Brasília) e em Teologia (Instituto São Boaventura). Professor Substituto (Universidade de Brasília), Juiz do Trabalho Substituto (Tribunal Regional do Trabalho da 
10ª Região), Diácono maronita (Eparquia Maronita do Brasil), com uso de ordens para o rito latino (Arquidiocese de Brasília). Autor de diversos artigos científicos. 

Emilce Cuda — Dr. Emilce Cuda. Holy See. Secretary - Pontifical Commission for Latin America. Member - Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences. Mem-
ber  - Pontifical Academy for Life. Adjust Assistant Professor - Loyola University Chicago (2023-present). Advisor - CEBITEPAL/CELAM. Research team 
Member - ICMC (International Catholic Migration Commission). Member - CTEWC (Catholic Theological Ethics in the World Church). Visiting Profes-
sor: De Paul University (2019), Boston College (2016), Northwestern University (2011). Research Professor: Universidad Nacional Arturo Jauretche, Argentina 

(2011-2022). Interim Professor: St. Thomas University (Houston, Texas (2020-2022), Universidad de Buenos Aires (2017-2021), Pontificia Universidad Católica Argentina 
(2010-2018). Education: PhD/STD Theology - Pontificia Universidad Católica Argentina. MBA - Universidad de Ciencias Empresariales y Sociales. Course work: Philoso-
phy - Universidad de Buenos Aires. Political Science - Northwestern University. Works: Para leer a Francisco. Teología, Ética  Política, Ediciones Manantial, Buenos Aires, 
2017 (Publicado en Italia por Bollati Boringhieri, 2018). Conference participant - Americas, Europe, Asia y África.

Bernadette D’Souza — Judge Bernadette D’Souza is the first Family Court Judge of Orleans Civil District Court and the first Asian-American judge for 
the State of Louisiana. As an attorney, she dedicated her career to representing indigent clients in family law, housing and domestic violence cases. Judge 
D’Souza received her law degree from Tulane Law School. After graduation, she began raising awareness for domestic violence issues as a professor at Tu-
lane and Loyola Law Schools. She is on the Faculty of the National Judicial Institute on Domestic Violence and frequently lectures for Bar Associations. She 

is a former President of the National Association of Women Judges. She has received numerous awards and accolades for her professional and personal commitment to 
the community. Internationally, she has spoken at the Role of Women in Justice Conference (Armenia), the United Nations Convention (New York), International Asso-
ciation of Women Judges (New Zealand), Human Rights Conference (Trinidad and Tobago), and the First Pan-American Judges Summit at the Vatican. Judge D’Souza 
recently served as the Chief Judge of the Orleans Civil District Court, and her commitment to justice for families and children continues. 

Boaventura de Sousa Santos — Boaventura de Sousa Santos is Professor Emeritus of Sociology, of the School of Economics of the University of Coim-
bra, and Distinguished Legal Scholar at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. He is Director Emeritus of the Center for Social Studies at the University of 
Coimbra. His empirical research has been conducted mainly in Portugal, Brazil, Colombia, Mozambique, Angola, Cape Verde, Bolivia, and Ecuador. His 
books have been translated into Spanish, English, Italian, French, German, Romanian, Chinese, Danish, Polish, Arabic, South Korean, and Greek. He has been 

awarded several prizes, most recently the 2022 Frantz Fanon Lifetime Achievement Award. His most recent books in English: Decolonising the University: The Challenge of 
Deep Cognitive Justice (Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2021), Toward a New Legal Common Sense. Law, Globalization, and Emancipation (Cambridge University Press, 2020); 
The End of the Cognitive Empire: The Coming of Age of Epistemologies of the South (Duke University Press, 2018), If God Were a Human Rights Activist (Stanford University 
Press, 2015), Epistemologies of the South. Justice against Epistemicide (Routledge, 2014).

Enrique Domingo Dussel Ambrosini — Enrique Domingo Dussel Ambrosini es reconocido internacionalmente por su trabajo en el campo de la Ética, 
la Filosofía Política, la Filosofía latinoamericana y en particular por ser uno de los fundadores de la Filosofía de la liberación, corriente de pensamiento de la 
que es arquitecto, habiendo sido también uno de los iniciadores de la Teología de la liberación. Ha mantenido diálogo con filósofos como Karl-Otto Apel, 
Gianni Vattimo, Jürgen Habermas, Richard Rorty, Emmanuel Lévinas y Adela Cortina. Su vasto conocimiento en filosofía, política, historia y religión, plasma-

do en más de 50 libros y más de 400 artículos –muchos de ellos traducidos en más de seis idiomas–, lo convierte en uno de los más prestigiosos pensadores filosóficos 
americanos del siglo XX, que ha contribuido en la construcción de una filosofía comprometida. Ha sido crítico de la modernidad, como era histórica, apelando a un 
“nuevo” momento denominado transmodernidad. También ha sido crítico del helenocentrismo, del eurocentrismo y del occidentalismo. Defiende la postura filosófica 
que ha sido denominada bajo el rótulo de “giro descolonizador” o “giro descolonial”. 

Justin Farrell — Justin Farrell is Professor of Sociology at Yale University, School of the Environment. He studies environmental sociology, with an empha-
sis on epistemology, social class, and climate change. He blends ethnographic fieldwork with large-scale computational techniques from network science 
and machine learning. His books and articles have been published by Science, Princeton University Press, Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, Nature 
Climate Change, the American Sociological Review, among others.”

María Julia Figueredo Vivas — Abogada de la Universidad La Gran Colombia, Especialista en Derecho Procesal Civil, Derecho Contractual y Magíster 
en Derecho Comercial de la Universidad Externado de Colombia, Doctoranda en Historia de la Universidad Pedagógica y Tecnológica de Colombia UPTC, 
Magistrada de la Sala Civil-Familia del Tribunal Superior de Tunja, Docente universitaria, Formadora (Docente) Escuela Judicial Rodrigo Lara Bonilla, Miem-
bro del Instituto Colombiano de Derecho Procesal, Miembro del Comité Panamericano de Jueces y Juezas por los Derechos Sociales y la Doctrina Francis-

cana COPAJU. Miembro del Consejo Departamental de Política Social en Boyacá Colombia. Presidente I. C. D. P. Boyacá Colombia. Natural de Soatá (Boyacá). Líder Social 
y Defensora de la Población Rural en temas de acceso y titulación de tierras a los campesinos microfundistas de Colombia. Defensora de los Niños, Niñas y Adolescentes 
(NNA) en conflicto con la ley penal. Abandera las causas de autonomía, independencia judicial, fortaleza institucional y la democracia real.

Ana Maria Figueroa — Presidenta de la Cámara Federal de Casación Penal de Argentina. Abogada, Doctora en Ciencias Jurídicas y Sociales de la Facultad 
de Ciencias Jurídicas y Sociales de la Universidad Nacional del Litoral, Argentina. Doctora en Derecho y Profesora Titular por concurso de la cátedra Derecho 
Constitucional y Derechos Humanos, de la Facultad de Derecho, de la Universidad Nacional de Rosario de Argentina. Ejercicio liberal de la abogacía desde 
1973/2011 dedicada a la defensa de los Derechos Humanos, interviniendo representando a querellas particulares, ONG y al Estado Argentino en el juzgamien-

to de crímenes de lesa humanidad. En su función de Magistrada (2011/2023) interviene en causas de Derecho Internacional Penal (lesa humanidad y en trata de personas 
en el 77% de más de 1000 fallos). Autora de libros sobre DH, DIP, D Constitucional. Participó en más de 400 conferencias en el país y exterior.

Alberto Filippi — Estudió Derecho en la Universidad Central de Venezuela, en Caracas y es Doctor en Filosofía Teorética por la Universidad La Sapien-
za de Roma. Ha sido fundador y Director del Departamento de Ciencias Jurídicas y Políticas en la Universidad de Camerino, a donde enseñó Historia e Insti-
tuciones de las Américas e Instituciones políticas europeas comparadas hasta el año 2009. Ha enseñado en varias universidades europeas y latinoamericanas 
y actualmente es profesor en el Instituto de Justicia y Derechos Humanos de la Universidad Nacional de Lanús.
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Roberto Andrés Gallardo — Nacido en Buenos Aires en 1964. Abogado egresado de la Facultad de Derecho de la Universidad de Buenos Aires en 1989. 
Máster en Abogacía Estatal en la Escuela de Abogados del Estado (Procuración del Tesoro, Ministerio de Justicia de la Nación) 1997; Premio «Ramón Ferrey-
ra» a su trabajo de tesis para dicha maestría. Abogado independiente desde 1990 hasta 2000, y Defensor General Adjunto de la Ciudad de Buenos Aires 
entre 2011 y 2012. Desde diciembre de 2000 se desempeña como Juez Contencioso Administrativo y Tributario de la Ciudad de Buenos Aires. Director de la 

Carrera de Abogacía de la Universidad Madres de Plaza de Mayo de 2005 a 2008 y Profesor Adjunto Regular de Teoría del Estado en la Facultad de Derecho de la UBA 
desde diciembre de 2005 hasta la fecha. Residencia de Investigación en la Universidad de Bologna, Italia (2017). Presidente fundador del Comité Panamericano de Jueces 
y Juezas por los Derechos Sociales – en el ámbito de la Pontificia Academia de Ciencias –, desde el 3 de junio de 2019. 

Sara Sonia Gaspar Pacheco — Soy Sara Sonia Gaspar Pacheco, nací, crecí y vivo en Perú, abogada, actualmente Jueza de Paz Letrado en Lima-Perú, 
desde que tengo conciencia en el ámbito del derecho, orientada en alfabetizar a la población en sus derechos y deberes a fin que éste conocimiento les 
dé posibilidad, que con libertad puedan elegir y construir sus futuros y de sus familias. Integrante de la Comisión Permanente de Acceso a Justicia de 
Persona en Condición de Vulnerabilidad del Poder Judicial de mi país, que nos permite contribuir en levantar barreras de acceso a justicia de poblaciones 

mas vulnerables 

María Angélica Gastaldi — Abogada. Facultad de Derecho y Ciencias Políticas. Universidad Nacional de Rosario. Ministra de la Corte Suprema de Justi-
cia de la Provincia de Santa Fe, Actual Presidenta de la Red de Mujeres para la Justicia. Directora de la Dirección General de Rentas. Legisladora Provincial 
(desde diciembre de 1991, hasta agosto de 1993; y de diciembre de 1995 a diciembre de 1999). Representante del Poder Ejecutivo ante la Comisión Federal de 
Impuestos. Presidente del Instituto de Derecho Tributario ante el Colegio de Abogados. Defensora del Pueblo de la Provincia de Santa Fe (desde junio del 

2000 a noviembre de 2001). Presidenta de la Corte Suprema de Justicia de la Provincia de Santa Fe (2012 – 2013) Ministra de la Corte Suprema de Justicia de la Provincia 
de Santa Fe desde el 2001 a la fecha. Profesora Adjunta de Derecho Tributario- Facultad de Derecho de la U.N.R. Profesora Estable de la Carrera de Posgrado de Especial-
ización en la Magistratura- Facultad de Derecho - U.N.R. (Calificado por Res. de CONEAU Categoría B). Miembro del Comité Académico de la Carrera Especialización en 
Derecho Penal- Facultad de Derecho- U.N.R. Profesora Estable de la Carrera de Posgrado de Especialización en Derecho Tributario- Facultad de Derecho y Ciencias So-
ciales del Rosario- U.C.A. Docente del Curso de Posgrado de Derecho Penal Tributario y Penal Aduanero, organizado por la Universidad Católica Argentina y la Fiscalía.

Ramon Grosfoguel — Ramon Grosfoguel is one of the leading international scholars in the field of Decolonization of Power and Knowledge. He is a 
professor in the Ethnic Studies Department at the University of California-Berkeley. He has published extensively on International Migration, Political Econ-
omy of the World-System, Racism, and Decolonization of the Social Sciences. His most recent book is “De la Sociología Descolonizadora al Nuevo Anti-Im-
perialismo Decolonial” published last September 2022 by Editorial AKAL.” 

Jennifer Gross — Jennifer Gross founded the Blue Chip Foundation in 2015 to address the root causes of poverty through innovative solutions and part-
nerships using the framework of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. Ms. Gross serves on the Leadership Council of the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Solutions Network and is a partner of SDSN USA. Ms. Gross is a director of The William, Jeff, and Jennifer Gross Family Founda-
tion which has donated to Columbia University, Doctors Without Borders, Duke University, The Orange County Teachers of the Year Foundation and 

CHOC Small Baby Unit. She also serves on the board for the Association of Sustainable Development Solutions Network, Duke Global Health Institute, Millennium 
Promise, VII Foundation, VII Academies in France, Bosnia, and Thailand, and Pharia Foundation. She has been a founding member of several initiatives at the Pontifical 
Academy of Sciences at the Vatican including Ethics in Action; Faith and Science for Happiness and Sustainable Development; Pan-American Judges Summit on Social 
Rights, the Environment and Social Justice; and African Female Judges and Prosecutors on Human Trafficking. Ms. Gross is involved with the production of the World 
Happiness Report and partners with the Global Happiness Council on the Global Happiness Policy Report. Ms. Gross has fifteen years of philanthropic and business ex-
perience and earned her undergraduate degree from Duke University.

Gabriel Gusmao Braulio — Master in Law from UNIBRASIL - Faculdades Integradas do Brasil (2014). Graduated in Law from the State Faculty of Law of 
Norte Pioneiro (1988). Labor judge of the Regional Labor Court 9th Region, State of Paraná (since 1994). At the National Council of Justice, he coordinated 
information technology projects aimed at the Justice Service, with an emphasis on innovation and artificial intelligence (2014 - 2016 and 2018 - 2020). He was 
a Data Protection Officer (DPO) of the Regional Labor Court of the 9th Region (2020 - 2021). Since October 2022 he has been Secretary General of the Su-

perior Council of Labor Justice, Brasília-DF.

George Panyin Hagan — B.A, Hons Philosophy (London); M. A. African Studies (Legon), M. Phil & D. Phil Cultural Anthropology (Oxon). Lectured at the 
Institute of African Studies, U. G. retiring as the Director of the Institute. He focused his teaching and research on Culture and Development, and brought 
his insights to bear on the formulation of Ghana’s first National Cultural Policy. He has many publications to his credit. Served on the Boards of many state 
institutions. He was Chairman of the National Commission on Culture, Chairman of the Board of the Electricity Company of Ghana and Chairman of the 

Energy Commission of Ghana. He is a Knight of St. Gregory the Great.

Robert Hildreth — Bob Hildreth is the founder of the Hildreth Institute, Inversant, and La Vida Scholars. Bob entered the nonprofit world to focus on is-
sues of immigration and education. His first venture was the creation of an HIV hospice in Los Angeles in 1988 at the height of the epidemic. He learned that 
for him, effective philanthropy requires those making contributions to become actively involved in the design and operation of a project. Upon his return 
to Boston, he joined with Boston University to improve the education of immigrant children in Chelsea where he helped build the John Silber Early Learning 

Center. Coming from a family of educators and a stint as a high school history teacher, Most recently, Bob founded the Hildreth Institute to advocate for student debt 
reform and tuition relief. In 2012, he was recognized as a Purpose Prize Fellow and El Planeta’s 100 most influential people for Latinos in the state of Massachusetts in 2009, 
2010, and 2013. Bob is a graduate of Harvard University (Class of ’72), and holds Master degrees from Johns Hopkins University SAIS (Class of ‘75) in International Relations, 
and George Washington University (Class of ‘80) in Economics. He has served on numerous boards including the BU Board of Trustees and presently serves on UMass 
Boston’s Board of Visitors, Bunker Hill Community College Board of Advisors, and WBUR’s Board of Overseers.

Aubierge Olivia Lucette Hungbo Kploca — Aubierge Olivia Lucette Hungbo wife Kploca began her career in 2006 at the Court of Cotonou. Promot-
ed to President of the Court in 2016, she was a member of the Superior Council of the Judiciary. President of the International Association of Women 
Judges of Benin, she was chosen at Vatican as a member of the Pan-African Commission against Trafficking Persons. In 2020, she is an advisor to the Court 
of Repression of Economic Offenses and Terrorism. Ms. Hungbo is the winner of numerous awards: Best Impact and Exceptional Woman; Golden Key to 

Development and Peace then Woman Leader.

Lisset Ibarra Vélez — Exconsejera de Estado, con amplia experiencia en el sector judicial en lo contencioso administrativo, decidiendo los diferentes 
problemas jurídicos que afronta el Estado Colombiano, fomentando el derecho de acceso a la justicia. Abogada de la Universidad Santo Tomás de Aquino, 
Especialista en Gestión Financiera Pública y Magister en Derecho Administrativo de la Universidad Externado de Colombia, Becaria del Aula Iberoamericana 
del Consejo General del Poder Judicial Español, Docente en estudios de posgrado de la Universidad Colegio Mayor del Rosario, Pontificia Universidad Jave-

riana, Formadora de la Escuela Judicial de Colombia, defensora de los derechos de los niños, la equidad de género y la justicia social. 
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Tamila Ipema — Judge Tamila Ipema was born in Tehran, Iran and immigrated to the USA at the age of 20 as a refugee.  She has received four university 
degrees including a LL.M in International Comparative Law from Georgetown University.  Judge Ipema was a judge of San Diego Superior Court for 17 years 
and currently serves as an “Assigned Judge”. In 2019, His Holiness Pope Francis appointed her to the “Pan-American Committee of Judges on Social Rights 
and Franciscan Doctrine”.  Judge Ipema is the former President of National Association of Women Judges, with the mission of “equal access to justice for 

all”.  She is the recipient of the “Humanitarian Award” from California Judges’ Association.  She was inducted into the San Diego Women’s Museum’s Hall of Fame in 2022 
as a “Trailblazer” for committing her life to the achievement of democracy, human rights and social justice. 

César Raúl Jiménez
Juez Correccional y de Menores de la Provincia de Misiones, Argentina. Abogado, Especialista en Derecho Penal por la Universidad Nacional del Nordeste. 
Diplomado en Justicia Juvenil por la Universidad de Ginebra, Suiza. Miembro del Capítulo Argentino de Juezas y Jueces por los Derechos Sociales y la Doc-
trina Franciscana. Presidente de la Asociación de Magistrados y Funcionarios de la Justicia de Menores y de Familia de la República Argentina (Ajunaf). Ex 

catedrático por la Universidad Católica de Santa Fe. Disertante, conferencista y autor de diversos libros y artículos.

Joyce Kavuma — Joyce Kavuma, is a Ugandan lawyer and judge on the High Court of Uganda. She graduated from the Faculty of Law of Makerere Univer-
sity, Uganda’s largest and oldest public university, with a Bachelor of Laws. The following year, she was awarded a Diploma in Legal Practice by the Law De-
velopment Centre, in Kampala, Uganda’s capital city. She holds a Master of Laws degree, specializing in International Business, awarded by Uganda Christian 
University, in Mukono. She also holds a Master’s degree in Management, obtained from the Uganda Management Institute, in Kampala. Kavuma started 

her career in 1999, as a legal officer at the Legal Aid Clinic at the Law Development Centre. The following year, she was appointed as Magistrate Grade One, and was as-
signed to the Buganda Road Court, in Kampala. She was appointed as Acting Assistant Registrar, at the Uganda Court of Appeal in 2015 and was concurrently deployed 
to the Nakawa Chief Magistrates Court. In 2016 she was appointed acting assistant registrar Mediation, in the Commercial Division of the High Court. In February 2018, 
Justice Joyce Kavuma was appointed to the High Court of Uganda, one of 10 judges appointed to that court that day. As of March 2018, she was assigned to the Mbarara 
Circuit of the High Court. 

Nadia Jamil Keilani — Judge Nadia Jamil Keilani was born in Baghdad, Iraq, and immigrated to the United States at the age of nine.  She received her 
bachelor’s degree in Political Science from the University of California, San Diego, in 1994, and her Juris Doctor from the University of San Diego School of 
Law in 1997.  Judge Keilani has volunteered with and helped lead numerous non-profit organizations over the course of her career, including the Arab-Amer-
ican Anti-Discrimination Committee, the National Association of Women Judge’s Fairness and Access Committee and the Ensuring Racial Equity Commit-

tee.  She is a judge of the Superior Court of California.   

Paul Kirshen — Paul Kirshen is Professor in the School for the Environment at University of Massachusetts Boston and the Founding Research Direc-
tor of the Stone Living Lab for Nature-Based Solutions (NBS) for urban coastal resiliency and restoration. He has more than 40 years of experience 
serving as Principal Investigator of complex, interdisciplinary, and participatory research and consulting related to water resources, coastal zone, and 
infrastructure management under present and future uncertain climates. He was a Lead Author of the IPCC Fifth Assessment Report (water resources 

in North America) and the 2014 US National Climate Assessment (coastal zone). Recent research includes seeking climate justice in East Boston USA, development 
of robust policies for urban NBS projects, the Massachusetts Statewide Climate Assessment, and coastal resilience in Barbados. His research on the impacts of cli-
mate change has been cited by the US Supreme Court. He received his ScB in Engineering from Brown University and his MS and PhD in Civil Engineering from the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

Ana Inés Algorta Latorre — Federal judge in Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil, since 1998. Master in Human Rights, Development and Interculturalism by Uni-
versidad Pablo de Olavide, Sevilla, 2019. Member and Vice-President of COPAJU - Comité Panamericano de Juezas y Jueces por los Derechos Sociales y 
Doctrina Franciscana” since 2019. Ms. Algorta Latorre is passionate in working with economic, social, cultural and environmental human rights. She has also 
large experience in self-compositive approaches to conflicts. Her field of work in the Court has been mostly Administrative and Social Security Law.

Gabriela Lenz de Lacerda — Gabriela Lenz de Lacerda, juíza do trabalho da 4ª região. Mestre em Direitos Humanos, Interculturalidade e Desenvolvi-
mento pela Universidade Pablo de Olavide - Sevilha/Espanha.

Sheryl Lightfoot — Sheryl Lightfoot (Anishinaabe, Lake Superior Band) is Canada Research Chair of Global Indigenous Rights and Politics at the Univer-
sity of British Columbia, where she holds faculty appointments in Political Science and the School of Public Policy and Global Affairs as well as an association 
with the Institute for Critical Indigenous Studies. She serves as the Vice Chair and North American Member on the UN Expert Mechanism on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples (EMRIP) as well as Senior Advisor to the UBC President on Indigenous Affairs, where she is the lead on UBC’s Indigenous Strategic Plan 

and directs the Office of Indigenous Strategic Initiatives. She is currently President of the Native American and Indigenous Studies Association (NAISA). Her research 
focuses on Indigenous global politics, especially Indigenous rights and their implementation in global, national and regional contexts.

Joy Cossich Lobrano — Judge Joy Lobrano presides on Louisiana Court of Appeal (former Prosecutor and District Judge in Criminal, Juvenile, and Family 
Courts) with degrees from Tulane, Loyola, and NYU Law School. The 2005 Founder of CARE Centers and Community CARE3 Model (three-level sustain-
able community development focusing on Coordination of Justice, Education, and Healthcare Secular Systems-of-Care; Integrated Sacred Systems-of-Care; 
Early-Intervention Referrals of Family Suffering and Education Disruptions; Multi-disciplinary Protocols for Systematic-Systemic Changes in Delivery of 

Services and Justice) and 2011 Founding Board Member of Eden Centers for Hope and Healing (a continuum of trauma-focused care for human suffering victims and sex 
trafficking survivors).

María Fernanda López Puleio — Abogada por la Universidad de Buenos Aires (1990), con una Estancia de Investigación sobre derecho de defensa en la 
Università degli studi di Camerino (2000) y Diplomada en Derechos Humanos y Juicio Justo por la Universidad de Chile (2008). Es Defensora Pública Oficial 
de la Defensoría General de la Nación Argentina desde 1998, y Defensora Interamericana ante la Corte Interamericana de Derechos Humanos desde 2010. 
Proyectó los actuales sistemas de defensa pública de Guatemala, República Dominicana y Argentina, y como magistrada a cargo de la Política Institucional 

de la Defensoría General, puso en marcha instancias específicas de acceso a la justicia de colectivos vulnerables. Ha dado cursos y conferencias en derecho de defensa y 
derechos humanos para jueces, fiscales y defensores públicos de 15 países latinoamericanos.  
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Livia Cristina Marques Peres — Lívia Cristina Marques Peres is a Federal Judge in the Brazilian Federal Court of the 1st Region, working as a judge in the 
Brazilian Amazon region. Assistant Judge to the Presidency of the National Court of Justice. Member of the National Observatory on Environmental, Eco-
nomic and High Complexity Social Issues. Member of the National Management Committee for Innovation of the Judiciary. Member of the National 
Committee of the Special Justice Courts (Conaje). Member of the National Forum on Childhood and Youth (Foninj). Member of the Executive Committee 

of the Integrated National Strategy to the Dejudicialization of the Brazilian Social Security System. Coordinating Judge of the Department of Judicial Research.

Audrey Mashigo — Audrey Mashigo is a Judicial Officer in South Africa. Based at Gqeberha (Previously known as Port Elizabeth). A holder of B.Juris 
(Bachelor of Law) in 1993 and LLB(Bachelor of Laws) degrees in 1995 from North-West University, LLM(Master of Laws) degree from University of Johan-
nesburg in 2001. She is a former public defender at Legal Aid Board, Soweto Office. Lectured Law for 5 years and practiced as an Attorney in Gauteng, South 
Africa. Thereafter, got appointed as a Magistrate 20 years ago, and held different positions since then. Presided in Civil, Criminal and Family Courts. She was 

appointed in 2016 as one of the first four Judicial Educators at the South African Judicial Education Institute, based at The Office of the Chief Justice for 4 years, where she 
trained newly appointed Magistrates and gave refresher courses to other Magistrates. A position where she was in charge of the Criminal Court Section. 

Marty Meehan — Marty Meehan is the first undergraduate alumnus to serve as president of the five-campus University of Massachusetts system. A 
former member of the U.S. House of Representatives, he was elected to the presidency in 2015 after eight successful years as chancellor of his alma mater, 
UMass Lowell, during which he improved its performance in every sphere of activity, including enrollment, student success, fundraising and auxiliary reve-
nue generation. Under Meehan’s leadership, the UMass system has set new records for enrollment, research expenditures, financial aid funding and eco-

nomic impact. In addition, UMass is one of the only university systems in the nation with all of its undergraduate campuses ranked top-tier national universities by U.S. 
News & World Report, UMass Chan Medical School is ranked tops in New England for primary care education.

Fabio Máximo Mena Gil — Nacido en Medellín, Colombia el 22 de noviembre de 1969. Bachiller Académico del Liceo San Rafael, de la Arquidiócesis de 
Medellín Antioquia. Abogado egresado (1993) de la Universidad de Antioquia, con Diplomado en Docencia Universitaria, de la Universidad Cooperativa de 
Colombia Sede Medellín (2003); Diplomado en Altos Estudios de Gerencia Política y Gobernabilidad, de George Washington University - Universidad Co-
legio Mayor de Nuestra Señora del Rosario y CAF Banco de Desarrollo de América Latina (2014). Magister en Derecho Contractual Público y Privado, de la 

Universidad Santo Tomás de Aquino sede Bogotá (2022). Actualmente cuento con treinta y tres (33) años de servicios en la Rama Judicial  (Juzgados y Tribunales), así 
como en la Fiscalía General de la Nación (Secretario Administrativo y Fiscal Regional Delegado), como en la Docencia Universitaria.

Gustavo Daniel Moreno — Miembro de la Junta Directiva del Comité Panamericano de Jueces y Juezas por los Derechos Sociales y Doctrina Franciscana 
(COPAJU). Asesor Tutelar (Defensor de Menores y de Personas con padecimientos mentales) ante la Cámara de Apelaciones en lo Contencioso Adminis-
trativo, Tributario, y Relaciones de Consumo del Poder Judicial de la Ciudad Autónoma de Buenos Aires. Secretario General de la Asociación Argentina de 
Magistrados, Funcionarios y Profesionales de la Justicia de Niñez, Adolescencia y Familia (AJUNAF).

Linda Strite Murnane — Linda Strite Murnane currently serves as an Associate Justice on the High Court for the Republic of the Marshall Islands. She is 
the Chair of the U.S. Chapter of the Pan American Commission of Judges on Social Justice. Her previous positions also included two years as Executive Di-
rector of the Kentucky Commission on Human Rights, as the senior legal officer and chief court management services at the International Criminal Tribunal 
for the former Yugoslavia and as the chief court management services at the Special Tribunal for Lebanon. She was the Senior International Attorney for the 

U.S. Defense Institute for International Legal Studies (DIILS) and participated in global human rights and rule of law training with DIILS in Argentina, Latvia, Liberia, 
Zambia, Rwanda, and Papua New Guinea.

Francisca Brenna Vieira Nepomuceno — Francisca Brenna Vieira Nepomuceno was born in Fortaleza/Ceará (city/State), first daughter of Basílio Pinto 
Nepomuceno and Maria do Socorro Vieira Nepomuceno (public doctors), and has had 04 brothers. She studied in the Colégio Santo Inácio – Jesuit Educa-
tion network in middle school and after at Christus School in High School. She attended UFC – Universidade Federal do Ceará (public university), where com-
pleted a degree in Law, 2003. She has been a judge since august/2008. First, she had worked south of Pará for 06 years (Marabá – Amazônia) and, since 2014, 

she has worked in Brasília/Distrito Federal. Leandro Rodrigues (doctor) is her husband. 

Samuel Aniegye Ntewusu — Samuel Aniegye Ntewusu is the Director of the Institute of African Studies, University of Ghana. He holds a PhD in Histo-
ry from the University of Leiden, The Netherlands, and an Mphil in African Studies from the University of Ghana. Since August 2011, Ntewusu has worked 
in the Institute of African Studies, University of Ghana. He was promoted Senior Research Fellow in 2016 and Associate Professor in 2021. He teaches Chief-
taincy and Development in Africa (undergraduate course), and in collaboration with other lecturers, handles the following post-graduate courses: The Slave 

Trade and Africa, African Historiography and Methodology, Colonial Rule and African Responses and Pan Africanism. His research interest is in Social History.

Karina Ochoa Muñoz — Karina Ochoa Muñoz es feminista, académica y activista mexicana. Doctora en Desarrollo Rural por la Universidad 
Autónoma Metropolitana (UAM), forma parte del Sistema Nacional de Investigadores (SNI) en México. Actualmente se desempeña como profesora 
e investigadora en la UAM, y forma parte del colectivo La Guillotina. En 2018 colaboró en los libros Conceptos clave en los estudios de género y De lo 
poscolonial a la descolonización. Genealogías latinoamericanas, y en 2014 fue coeditora de Tejiendo de otro modo: Feminismo, epistemología y apues-

tas descoloniales en Abya Yala.

Agatha Anulika Okeke — Justice Okeke, a judge of the Federal High Court of Nigeria, with general jurisdiction. A prosecutor of the Federal Ministry 
of Justice, Nigeria prior to elevation to the Bench. Has a PhD in Criminal Justice, and adjudicates over Human Rights cases, among others. My interest in 
social justice informed my publications, ‘Energy Sector Dispute Resolution: A Driver for Economic Growth in Africa‘; ‘Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) as 
a Means to Improve Access to Timely Justice and a Pathway to Economic Growth in Nigeria’; ‘Exploring Alternative Dispute Resolution for Settlement of Criminal 

Disputes in Nigeria.’ 

Edward Akongo Oyugi — Edward Akongo Oyugi, born in Migori, Kenya in 1942. Married with 3 children. Studied Psychology, Social Psychology and 
Pedagogics at the University of Cologne in Germany from1963-1970. Graduated, with a PhD degree from the University of Cologne. Taught Educational 
Psychology at Kenyatta University, Nairobi Kenya; taught Development studies at the University of Bayreuth, in Germany, Visiting Scholar at Heidelberg 
University, taught Social Psychology at the Catholic University of East Africa, taught Member of the National Economic Social Council – advising the presi-

dent on matters of economic and social development from 2009 -2012; Member of Commission on Revenue Allocation from 2016-2022, allocating monies btween the 
national and devolved (County) governments. Was detained twice without trial: a) from 1982-1986 and b) from 199-1993.
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Jacqueline Joas Rugemalila — Jacqueline Joas Rugemalila is now a Principal Resident Magistrate, she was employed in Judiciary of Tanzania since 2007 
sitting at Kinondoni District Court. She holds LL .B (Hons) from Tumaini University and LL.M in Judicial Practice and Administration from University of 
Bagamoyo. She has attended several International conferences for Judges and Prosecutors in combating Human Trafficking, including the summits orga-
nized by Casina Pio IV. In 2019 she was selected among the members of The Pan African Committee of Judges for Social Rights and Franciscan Doctrine. She 

has participated on drafting and preparing reports on Human Trafficking issues. 

Saminiego Lilian — Nacida en Asunción el 25 de febrero de 1965. Sus estudios primarios y secundarios los realizó en el Colegio Cristo Rey de Asunción. 
En el año1987 se gradúa de Química Farmacéutica por la facultad de Ciencias Químicas de la U.N.A. Estudios de Post Grado en Argentina, Brasil, Uruguay. 
Senadora de la Nación por tres periodos consecutivos, participando de las Comisiones de: “Equidad, género y desarrollo”; “Asuntos constitucionales, 
defensa nacional y fuerza pública”; “Relaciones exteriores y asuntos internacionales”; “cultura, educación, culto y deportes”; “Energía, recursos naturales, 

población, ambiente, producción y desarrollo sostenible”; “Niñez, adolescencia y juventud”. Coordinadora del Capítulo Paraguay –COPAJU.

Humberto Sierra Porto — Doctor of Law from Universidad Autónoma de Madrid, Specialist in Constitutional Law and Political Science from Centro 
de Estudios Políticos y Constitucionales de Madrid and Lawyer from Universidad Externado de Colombia. Professor of Public Law and Constitutional Law 
at Universidad Externado de Colombia since 2006. Justice of the Colombian Constitutional Court in 2004-2012 and president in 2008. Currently Judge of 
the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, president in 2014-2015 and vice-president in 2022, and Director of Universidad Externado de Colombia’s 

Constitutional Law Department.

Vanesa Raquel Siley — Secretaria General de la Federación de Sindicatos de Trabajadores Judiciales y Secretaria Adjunta de SITRAJU-CABA. Diputada 
Nacional argentina por el Frente de Todos (2017-2021; 2021-2025). Preside la Comisión de Legislación del Trabajo desde 2020. Consejera de la Magistratura 
de la Nación (2019-2022; 2022-2026). Entre 2020 y 2022 presidió la Comisión de Reglamentación y entre febrero y abril de 2022 la Comisión de Selección de 
Magistrados.

Mina Sougrati — PhD student, Human Rights, Hassan II University, Casablanca, present, Bachelor Degree in English Literature, Hassan II University, 
Casablanca, 2017, Master Degree in Public law, Hassan II University, Casablanca, 2012, One-month Training on Human Rights, University of Stokholm, 2010, 
Language Degree in Spanish, Tetouan, 1998, Bachelor Degree in Private Law, Hassan II University, School of Law, Casablanca, 1997, Ongoing Train the Trainer 
Programs, continuous trainings, High Institute of Magistrates-ISM, Rabat. Former Secretary General, Arab Women’s Legal Network (Moroccan Chapter), 

2009-2011. Founder and President, “Union of Moroccan Women Judges”, since 2016 Former Regional Director of IAWJ in Europe and Mena Region, 2016-2018 Secretary/
Treasure of “ International Association of Women Judges” 2018-2021 Coordinator of Pan African committee of judges for social rights and Franciscan doctrine 
2019-now;Vice President of “ International Association of Women Judges” 2021- now. Full implementation of “Sextortion project” in Morocco with IAWJ and Internation-
al Transparency Organization, DRL project, since 2017.

Cathleen D. Stone — Cathleen D. Stone is the President of the James M. and Cathleen D. Stone Foundation. She earned her B.A. and J.D. from American 
University and an L.L.M. from Georgetown University Law Center. She was of counsel and a past partner of the Boston law firm Foley, Hoag & Eliot where 
her practice encompassed environmental and administrative law issues. In 1994, she was appointed as the City of Boston’s first chief of environmental ser-
vices. She currently serves on the board of directors for Boston Harbor Now, the Wilderness Society, and WBUR Boston, and as a member of the Honorary 

Committee of the Museum of African American History (MAAH) Stone Book Award and the Advisory Committee of the School of Public Policy & Urban Affairs at 
Northeastern University. Previously, she served on the Boston Water Sewer Commission; as chair of the board of directors for the Museum of African American History; 
and as a member of the board of The Nature Conservancy, National Public Radio, the Supreme Court Historical Society, and MATCH Public Charter High School. In 2006 
she received the Eleanor Roosevelt Following In Her Footsteps Award and in 2017 she received the Norman B. Leventhal Excellence in City Building Award.

James M. Stone — James M. Stone is the founder and CEO of the Plymouth Rock group of insurance companies. He began his career teaching economics 
at Harvard University after earning his B.A. and Ph.D. at Harvard. From 1975 to 1979, he served as the insurance commissioner for the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, and then served as chairman of the U.S. Commodity Futures Trading Commission. He is a member of the Executive Committee of Cold 
Spring Harbor Laboratory, a member of the board of directors of ProPublica, and chair of EdVestors’ School on the Move Prize Panel. Mr. Stone is a former 

member of the board of directors of the Boston Globe, a former vice chairman of Global Post, and chairman emeritus of Management Sciences for Health. Mr. Stone is 
the author of the bestselling book, Five Easy Theses: Commonsense Solutions to America’s Greatest Economic Challenges, and is a fellow of the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences, where he serves as a member of the Trust.

Marcelo Suárez-Orozco — Marcelo Suárez-Orozco, PASS Academician and member of the Council, is Chancellor of the University of Massachusetts 
Boston and the UCLA Wasserman Dean Emeritus. He held tenured Chairs at Harvard University and New York University. His basic research is on concep-
tual and empirical problems in the areas of cultural psychology and psychological anthropology with a focus on the study of mass migration, globalization, 
and education. His award winning volumes have been published by Harvard University Press, Stanford University Press, University of California Press, 

Cambridge University Press, NYU University Press, Columbia University Press and others.

Octavio Augusto Tejeiro Duque — Abogado de la Universidad Gran Colombia, especialista en derecho procesal civil de la Universidad Externado de Co-
lombia y máster en Argumentación Jurídica de las Universidades de Alicante, España, y Palermo, Italia. Juez de la República durante trece años, Magistrado 
auxiliar de la Sala de Casación Civil de la Corte Suprema de Justicia, Magistrado de los Tribunales de Villavicencio y Medellín, condecorado en 2013 con la Medal-
la José Ignacio de Márquez, que se entrega al mejor Magistrado de la Jurisdicción Ordinaria del país. Profesor de posgrado en la Universidad Externado de Co-

lombia y en la Pontificia Universidad Javeriana, entre otras. Autor de los textos “Elementos de Práctica Procesal” y “Procesos Declarativos”, editados por la Escuela Judicial 
Rodrigo Lara Bonilla, al igual que autor en obras colectivas de los textos “El Proceso Civil a partir del Código General del Proceso”, editado por la Universidad de los Andes, 
“Código General del Proceso Comentado”, editado por el Instituto Colombiano de Derecho Procesal, “La Oralidad Civil en América Latina”, editado por la editorial argentina 
RUBINZAL–CULZONI, así como de variados artículos en revistas especializadas. Es actualmente Magistrado de la Sala de Casación Civil de la Corte Suprema de Justicia de 
Colombia y uno de los nueve miembros de la comisión Iberoamericana de Ética Judicial, así como del Consejo Consultivo de la Red Iberoamericana de Integridad Judicial.

Janet Ofelia Lourdes Tello Gilardi — Jueza Suprema Titular, presidenta de la Primera Sala de Derecho Constitucional y Social Transitoria de la Corte 
Suprema y de la Comisión Permanente de Acceso a la Justicia de Personas en Condición de Vulnerabilidad y Justicia en tu Comunidad. Doctora en Derecho 
y Ciencia Política por la Universidad Nacional Mayor de San Marcos, Magister en Derecho con mención en Política Jurisdiccional por la Pontificia Universidad 
Católica del Perú, egresada de la Maestría en Derecho con Mención en Ciencias Penales (UNMSM) y Abogada por la Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú. 

Diplomada en Estudios de Género (PUCP).
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Ananda Tostes Isoni — Ananda Tostes served at the Superior Labor Court in Brasília from 2012 to 2016 and is a judge of the Regional Labor Court since 
then. Ms Tostes is the coordinator of the Brazilian Chapter of the Pan American Committee of Judges for Social Rights and Franciscan Doctrine. She also acts 
as regional manager of the Safe Work Program and is one of the founders and coordinators of the Intersectional Study Group on Gender Equity, Race and 
Diversity at the court where she works. She has published several books and journals articles on issues related to social rights and the role of the Judiciary.

Guillermo F. Treacy — Guillermo Treacy is a lawyer from the University of Buenos Aires (Argentina) and holds an LLM degree from Harvard Law School. 
Currently he is a judge in the Federal Court of Appeals in Contentious Administrative Matters in Buenos Aires. In the period 2000-2010 he was a Judge of 
First Instance in Contentious Administrative and Taxation Matters in the Judiciary Power of the City of Buenos Aires and previously he was a state lawyer in 
the Ministry of Justice. He also teaches Constitutional Law and Administrative Law in the University of Buenos Aires and the National University of José C. 

Paz. In his capacity as a judge he has dealt with issues regarding human rights, migration law, federalism and social rights, taxation, government contracts, etc. He is a 
member of the Argentine Chapter of the Committee of Panamerican Judges for Social Rights and Franciscan Doctrine. • Guillermo Treacy es abogado por la Universidad 
de Buenos Aires (Argentina) y posee un titulo de Master en Derecho (LLM) por la Universidad de Harvard. Actualmente se desempeña como juez de la Cámara Nacio-
nal de Apelaciones en lo Contencioso Administrativo Federal en la ciudad de Buenos Aires. En el periodo 2000/2010 fue juez de Primera Instancia en lo Contencioso 
Administrativo y Tributario del Poder Judicial de la Ciudad Autonóma de Buenos Aires y previamente se desempeñó como abogado del Estado en el Ministerio de Justi-
cia de la Nación. También es profesor de Derecho Constitucional y de Derecho Administrativo en la Universidad de Buenos Aires y en la Universidad Nacional de José C. 
Paz, ambas en Argentina. Como juez ha intervenido en asuntos vinculados con derechos humanos, derecho migratorio, federalismo y derechos sociales, cuestiones im-
positivas, contratos gubernamentales, etc. Es miembro del Capítulo Argentino del Comité Panamericano por los Derechos Sociales y la Doctrina Franciscana.

Jorge Luis Trujillo Alfaro — Abogado como formación posgradual en derecho administrativo y tributario así como en gobierno, gerencia y asuntos 
públicos. Adicionalmente, es Magíster en Gobierno Y Políticas Públicas. Su ejercicio profesional se ha centrado en roles directivos y de asesoría en diferentes 
niveles de la administración pública nacional y local, principalmente en el sector de la planeación y la haciena pública. Desde 2019 es magistrado del Conse-
jo Superior de la Judicatura, donde contribuye a la administración, uso eficiente y fortalecimiento de los recursos físicos, tecnológicos, financieros y de tal-

ento humano de la administración de justicia. Durante 2022 fue presidente de dicha Corporación.

Peter Kodwo Appiah Turkson — Cardinal Peter Kodwo Appiah Turkson, Chancellor of the Pontifical Academy of Sciences and the Pontifical Academy 
of Social Sciences, Prefect emeritus of the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development, Archbishop emeritus of Cape Coast (Ghana), was born on 11 
October 1948 in Nsuta-Wassaw, Ghana. He served as president of the Ghana Catholic Bishops’ Conference (1997-2004). He was a member of Governing 
Council of the University of Ghana, Legon (2001-2006) and of the Board of Directors of Central Region Development Commission (CEDECOM) (2002-

2006). He served as treasurer of the Symposium of Episcopal Conferences of Africa and Madagascar (SECAM) (2007-2009) and as Vice President of the Association of 
Episcopal Conferences of Anglophone West Africa (AECAWA). He served as President of the Regional Episcopal Conference of West Africa (RECOWA) (2007-2009). He 
was also Chairman of the Ghana Chapter of the Conference of Religions for Peace (2003-2007) and Ghana National Peace Council (2006-2010).

Carmen R. Velasquez — Justice Velasquez is the first Ecuadorian to be elected Judge in the United States. She presides with dignity and respect in 
Queens, New York. She is grateful for the opportunity to have received an education and the opportunity to help others through extensive charitable work. 
During the pandemic, she led volunteers to help provide information about loved ones and provided food for the most vulnerable New Yorkers. She has 
been named a Great Immigrant and has been honored by over 150 organizations, political entities, and countries for her dedication to public service and 

community leadership. • La Jueza Carmen Velásquez es la primera ecuatoriana en ser elegida juez en los Estados Unidos. Preside con dignidad y respeto en Queens, 
Nueva York. Vive agradecida de haber recibido una educación que le brindó la oportunidad de ayudar a otros a través de un extenso trabajo caritativo. Durante la pan-
demia, dirigió voluntarios para ayudar a brindar información sobre sus seres queridos y proporcionó alimentos a los neoyorquinos más vulnerables. Ha sido nombrada 
Gran Inmigrante y ha sido honrada por más de 150 organizaciones, entidades políticas y países por su dedicación al servicio público y liderazgo comunitario.

Delio Vera Navarro — Prof. Dr. Delio Vera Navarro, Miembro del Tribunal de Apelación Penal de la Capital. Segunda Sala. Presidente de la Asociación de 
Jueces del Paraguay y del Capítulo Paraguay del Comité Panamericano de Juezas y Jueces por los Derechos Sociales y Doctrina Francisca. Past President de 
la Federación Latinoamericana de Magistrados -FLAM. Es miembro del Consejo de la Universidad Nacional de Asunción en representación de los docentes 
y catedrático de grado y postgrado en dicha casa de estudio, así como en la Universidad Nacional de Caaguazú en la Facultad de Derecho y Ciencias Políti-

cas. Autor de varias publicaciones y obras jurídicas. 

Dario Edoardo Viganò — Dario Edoardo Viganò (Rio de Janeiro, 1962). Professore ordinario di Cinema presso l’Università Internazionale Uninettuno, 
docente del Master in Media and Entertainment (Gestione della Produzione Cinematografica e Televisiva) alla Luiss Business School, Esperto di Reli-
gious Studies, è stato chiamato da papa Benedetto XVI come Direttore del Centro Televisivo Vaticano nel 2013 e nel 2015 papa Francesco gli ha affidato 
la riforma dell’intero sistema comunicativo della Santa Sede. Attualmente è vice cancelliere della Pontificia Accademia delle Scienze e delle Scienze 

Sociali. Ha scritto saggi e volumi sul rapporto tra cattolicesimo e media e da due anni conduce alcune trasmissioni, come “Le ragioni della speranza”, parte del pro-
gramma “A sua immagine”. 

Pamela Scott Washington — Pamela Scott Washington is the Deputy Presiding Judge of the Anchorage District Court in Anchorage, Alaska. She man-
ages high-volume criminal, civil, and Mental Health Court cases. Judge Washington co-chairs the Alaska Supreme Court Fairness, Diversity & Equality 
Commission. She is a member of the International Association of Women Judges and serves as Vice President of Publication in the US Chapter. Judge 
Washington serves on the National Center for State Courts Blueprint for Racial Justice work group and on the Pan American Commission of Judges on So-

cial Justice, United States Chapter. Judge Washington is married with 3 children and 6 grandchildren.   

Gabriel Wedy — Federal Judge, member of the Working Committee of the Environment and Climate Change Observatory of the Judiciary of the Nation-
al Council of Justice of Brazil; Professor of Social and Environmental Justice, Climate Change and Sustainable Development at the University of Vale do Rio 
dos Sinos (Unisinos) and of Environmental Law at the Superior School of the Federal Judiciary (Esmafe); Member of the IUCN World Commission on Envi-
ronmental Law (WCEL); Post-doctoral, doctoral and master’s degree in Environmental and Climate Change Law; Visiting Scholar at Columbia Law School 

and Visiting Professor at Universität Heidelberg; Director of International Affairs at the Institute The Law for a Green Planet (IDPV). Former President of the Association 
of Federal Judges of Brazil - Ajufe.
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Rebeca Xicohténtacl Corona — Doctorado en Derecho Penal. Centro de Estudios Superiores en Ciencias Jurídicas y Criminológicas, Campus Ciudad 
de México. Especialidad en materia de Justicia Penal para Adolescentes, impartida por la Universidad Contemporánea de las Américas, Campus Morelia. 
Especialidad en Ejecución de la Pena, que se dicta en el Campus de Educción a distancia de la Asociación Pensamiento Penal, en la ciudad de Buenos Aires, 
Argentina. Licenciatura en Derecho, Terminal en Seguridad Social; Departamento de Derecho y Ciencias Políticas de la “Universidad Autónoma de Tlaxca-

la”. 22 años de servicio en la función judicial como servidora pública de carrea judicial. A partir del 17 de noviembre de 2022, miembro fundador y Presidenta del Capitulo 
México del Comité Panamericano de Juzgadores por los Derechos Sociales y Doctrina Francisca. A partir de enero de 2020 miembro fundador y Presidenta de la “Orga-
nización Internacional de Magistrados y Jueces A.C.” ORIMAJA, del periodo 2020-2022. A partir del 6 de septiembre de 2019, miembro fundador de la “Red Nacional del 
Sistema Integral de Justicia Penal para Adolescentes,” y coordinadora región centro.

Raquel Zonia Yrigoyen Fajardo — Raquel Zonia Yrigoyen Fajardo is a Lawyer (PUCP), with a PhD in Law and a Master in Criminal System and Social 
Problems by the University of Barcelona; a Specialization in Indigenous Customary Law (UNAM-USAC), a Fellowship in Comparative and Federal Indian Law 
(University of Oklahoma); among other studies. After working for ten years in human rights at the Catholic Bishop Commission of Social Action (CEAS), 
where Raquel promoted the constitutional recognition of indigenous justice in Peru (1993), she assumed international responsibilities in United Nations, the 

Organization of American States (OAS) and the International Labour Organization (ILO) related to access to justice, legal pluralism, indigenous and tribal rights, prison-
ers´ rights, women´s rights, and transitional justice, in several Latin American and Asian countries. Currently, Dr. Raquel Yrigoyen is a professor at the Pontifical Catholic 
University of Peru (PUCP), as well as the Academy of Magistrates of Peru (AMAG) and the Interamerican Court of Human Rights. As a founding member of the Interna-
tional Institute on Law and Society (IIDS), Dr. Yrigoyen is committed to training, strategic litigation and advocacy related to indigenous and Afrodescendant rights, De-
colonization and Egalitarian Legal Pluralism.

Raul Eugenio Zaffaroni — Doctor en Ciencias Jurídicas y Sociales. Doctor h.c. múltiple. Profesor Emérito de la Universidad de Buenos Aires. Recibió el 
Premio Estocolmo de Criminología (2009). Fue Juez de la Corte Suprema de la República Argentina; Juez de la Corte Interamericana de Derechos Humanos; 
Director General del Instituto Latinoamericano de la ONU de Prevención del delito (ILANUD). Autor de varios libros de derecho penal y criminología. 
Vicepresidente de la Asociación Internacional de Derecho Penal. 

Stefano Zamagni — Stefano Zamagni, PASS Academician and President was born in Rimini. Zamagni is Professor of Economics at the University of Bo-
logna. Zamagni is also a Fellow of the Human Development and Capability Association (HDCA), and a member of the Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences.

Blanca Estela del Rosario Zamudio Valdés — Inicie mi actividad laboral en el año de 1990. En el Sistema Nacional para el Desarrollo Integral de la Fa-
milia. Ingrese al Tribunal Superior de Justicia del entonces Distrito Federal, desempeñando diversas actividades, ocupe diversos cargos de la carrera judicial 
como pasante de derecho, secretaria actuaria, secretaria conciliadora, secretaria de acuerdos por Ministerio de Ley, habiendo sido designada por oposición 
como jueza Vigésimo Tercera de lo Familiar. A partir del 04 de agosto del 2014 fui designada Jueza Sexta de proceso oral familiar. El día 10 de diciembre del 

2020 fui designada por el Senado de la Republica como Magistrada Unitaria Agraria, propuesta por el presidente de la República Mexicana. Licenciatura ed Derecho; 
especialidad en Administracion de Justicia en Materia Familiar; maestria en Derecho Familiar; Doctorado en Derecho Civil; Magister Internacional.

Jesús Zuñiga González — Director del Instituto de Estudios Especializados e Investigación del Tribunal de Justicia Administrativa del Estado de Tlaxcala, 
así como Asesor, Consultor, Investigador, Docente y Certificador Privado pr el Sistema CONOCER.
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Memorandum

Attendance
	 f	 Pickup schedule from the Hotel il Cantico and the Domus Sanctae Marthae:
		  On 30 and 31 March a bus will leave the Hotel il Cantico at 8.30am and the Domus at 8.45am to accompa-

ny participants to the Casina Pio IV, where the meeting starts at 9.00am

	 f	 On 30 March the same buses will take you back to the Hotel il Cantico and the Domus Sanctae Marthae 
at 8.30 pm (after dinner); on 31 March at 7.00 pm

	 f	 Participants not staying at Domus Sanctae Marthae and Hotel il Cantico will be able to use a bus service 
that will take them from the Casina Pio IV to the cab station on March 30 at 8:30 p.m. (after dinner) and 
on March 31 at 7:00 p.m.

	 f	 Lunch and dinner for the participants will be served at the Academy on 30 and 31 March.  On 31 March 
only the lunch. If you are a vegetarian or have any dietary restrictions (food allergies, and/or religious 
restrictions), please let us know as soon as possible.

Access instructions to the Vatican Casina Pio IV
	 f	 You can come  through  the entrance called Perugino (Via della Stazione Vaticana, no number, it’s a very 

short street) . Instructions to the Casina Pio IV, headquarters of the Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences, 
can be found in the following link: 

		  https://www.pas.va/en/about/contacts-and-maps.html   
		

		  Just inside the gate there is a Vatican Security checkpoint. The Vatican Gendarmes already have the names 
of the invitees and will make sure everyone reaches us. For all eventualities the telephone numbers of the 
Academy are the following:

		  +39 06 69883195 or +39 06 69881441

For more information
	 f	 Please refer to www.pass.va for further information on the Academy, the Academicians, and current and 

past events.
	 f	 Dress code: formal business attire.
	 f	 Security: Invites are strictly personal. Please remember to bring a valid ID.

WI-FI
	 f	 WI-FI network: academy-guest 
	 f	 Password: G@rdens1936

Live stream on:
	 f	 https://www.youtube.com/CasinaPioIV

Conference papers:
	 f	 https://tinyurl.com/yxfn4fs7



THE PONTIFICAL ACADEMY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES | CASINA PIO IV | V-00120 VATICAN CITY
Tel: +39 0669883195 | Fax: +39 0669885218 | Email: pass@pass.va

For further information please visit: www.pass.va

 /nonservos      @nonservos   @casinapioiv     /nonservos

Domus Sanctae Marthae

Chiesa di Santo Stefano degli Abissini
St Stephen of the Abyssinians Church

Ingresso del Perugino
The ‘Perugino’ gate

Altare Tomba S. Pietro
Altar of St Peter’s Tomb

Ingresso Sant’Uffizio
The ‘Sant’Uffizio’ gate

Sede della Pontificia Accademia delle Scienze Sociali
Seat of the Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences
(Casina Pio IV)

Ingresso Musei Vaticani
Entrance gate to the Vatican Museum

Ingresso Sant’Anna
The ‘Sant’Anna’ gate


